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HURON OPP IMPAIRED DRIVING CHARGES RISE FOR A THIRD YEAR IN A ROW 

Huron OPP Marks a 10% Rise in Impaired Charges  
 

(HURON COUNTY, ON) – Huron County Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) has recorded 
an increase once again in the number of Impaired Operation charges for the 2021 
calendar year.  A total of 102 drivers were charged with Impaired Operation charges in 
2021 compared to 93 drivers in 2020, an increase of 10%.  This is the third year in a 
row that Huron County OPP has seen an increase.    
 
Regionally the number of impaired operation charges across West Region OPP rose 
2% last year. The average number of Impaired Operation charges for the fourteen West 
Region Detachments was 106. 
 
“Impaired driving remains one of the highest priority issues for the Huron County OPP 
detachment.  Despite our efforts and the efforts of dedicated community groups such as 
Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD) and Ontario Students Against Impaired Driving 
(OSAID) some drivers continue to make a dangerous decision to drive while impaired 
by alcohol or drugs.  We remain fully committed to doing everything possible to ensure 
our roadways, waterways and trails are free of impaired drivers.”     
 

- Huron OPP Detachment Commander, Inspector Jason YOUNAN 
 
An analysis of Huron County OPP’s Impaired Driving charges in 2021 was completed 
and some of the highlights are indicated below.  
 
Crash Involvement  
 
41% of all impaired driving charges had some type of crash involvement (i.e. driving into 
the ditch, colliding with snowbanks/hydro poles/buildings, parked vehicles and moving 
vehicles).  Alcohol was also a contributing factor in two fatal collisions.  
 
Proactive Stop vs Reactive Call from the Public 
 
The OPP relies on the public to report crime and impaired driving is a crime that should 
be treated no differently.  More than half (63%) of cases originated from a call to police 
reporting a possible impaired driver, collision or vehicle in the ditch. 
 
Alcohol or Drug Impairment? 
 
A total of 23% of drivers, 23 in total were charged with Impaired Operation by a Drug.   
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Huron County OPP has a trained Drug Recognition Expert (DRE) and numerous 
officers trained in Standard Field Sobriety Testing (SFST).  Whether a driver is impaired 
by alcohol or drugs, impaired is impaired, and impaired driving is dangerous regardless 
of the source of impairment.    
 
Well Over the Legal Limit 
 
A closer look at the Blood Alcohol Concentration (BAC) levels of the charged drivers 
reveals that nearly half (49%) of all drivers charged registered BAC readings more than 
double the legal limit of 80 milligrams of alcohol per 100 ml of blood.  The highest 
readings registered in 2021 were breath readings of 340 mg, over four times the legal 
limit!  
 

 
Note:  Five drivers refused to provide breath samples. 
 
Younger Males Were Charged the Most 
 
A closer look at the cases indicates the vast majority of charged drivers in 2021 were 
male and they tended to be younger.  Males represent 81% of the charged drivers.  
37% of the charged drivers were under the age of 30.  Of particular concern was the 
nine teenaged drivers that were charged.  It should be noted drivers at this age are not 
allowed to have any alcohol in their system.     
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Where & When? 
 
Huron County OPP is fully aware impaired drivers are a constant threat to the safety of 
our roadways.  Impaired driving can take place anywhere and anytime of the day.   
 
All nine municipalities within Huron County had incidents of impaired driving.  The 
lowest numbers were in Ashfield-Colborne-Wawanosh and North Huron with four 
charges.  The highest number was in Bluewater with 21 drivers charged within 
Bluewater. 
 
One third of the drivers charged were not residents of Huron County.    
 
Nearly half of all drivers 45% of all impaired drivers were stopped between 6:00 p.m. 
and midnight.  36% were stopped between 6:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. and the rest were 
stopped after midnight.   
 
The busiest month for impaired operation charges was November (15) and the month 
with the least was May (3).   
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Vehicle Type 
 
30 drivers were stopped operating a pickup truck, 55 were stopped operating a 
passenger automobile, 12 other vehicle type, two motorcycle drivers, two All-Terrain 
Vehicle (ATV) operators, and one on a motorized snow vehicle. 
 
Summary  
 
In summary, this snapshot of impaired driving events for Huron County OPP only tells a 
partial piece of the picture.  Without question there is plenty of work to be done to keep 
our roadways, waterways and trails safe from alcohol-impaired and drug-impaired 
drivers.  Huron County OPP encourages everyone to do your part and never drive while 
impaired.  If you suspect that someone is driving or is about to drive impaired by alcohol 
or drugs please call 9-1-1 to report it.   

- 30 - 

Contact:   Provincial Constable Jamie Stanley  
E-mail:     james.stanley@opp.ca 
Phone:     (519) 482-1677                           

 
www.opp.ca 

TWITTER: @OPP_WR 
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